
Mamluk Egyptian Embroideries

Double running embroidery

Double running stitch, also known as Holbein stitch, is a counted line stitch that is alike on 
both sides of the fabric. The thread runs over the outline, then filling in the rest of the stitch 
by doubling back. For example- 

As taken from the Textile Research Centre website- 
https://trc-leiden.nl/trc-needles/techniques/embroidery/embroidery-stitches/double-running-
stitch

A simple design had been used in period for very good effect-



Linen embroidered in red silk, double running stitches. Ashmolean Museum Accession 
number EA1993.195.

Close up detail-



Chart-

As charted by myself. 

Double running was also used in complex designs too-

Linen embroidered with blue flax. Ashmolean Museum Accession number EA1984.560.

Chart- 



As charted by myself.

I have charted a few different charts of double running stitch designs. They can be found on 
my blog here- https://awalimofstormhold.wordpress.com/tag/blackwork/ 

Pattern darning embroidery
Pattern darning is a type of running stitch, worked over parallel lines to create a positive and 
negative design (on the reverse). This is another form of counted stitch. 



As taken from the Textile Research Centre website- 
https://trc-leiden.nl/trc-needles/techniques/embroidery/embroidery-stitches/darning-stitch

Very popular method of embroidery. Quite a few samplers have been found. For example-

In the Ashmolean Museum, Accession number EA1984.490

Details of the top second left design-



And the chart of the design-

Pattern darning could also be very complex designs and used on a variety of textiles, such 
as towels, curtains. Pillows, hats, and trouser legs-



I have charted up a few pattern darning designs, which have been published on my blog. 
Please see this site- https://awalimofstormhold.wordpress.com/tag/pattern-darning/ 



Other embroidery types used

Part of a linen curtain, using needle woven openwork and blue & yellow silk in a floret 
design. Found in the Ashmolean Museum, Accession number EA1984.274. Detail of the 
textile, showing yellow silk for the openwork and blue silk in stem stitch for the florets- 

Applique and couching was also used-



Textile is in the Ashmolean Museum, Accession number EA1984.133. Close up detail-



Other stitches used are gobelin-



From Ashmolean Museum Accession number EA1993.333.

Silver thread couching with split stitch-

From Ashmolean Museum Accession number EA1984.581

Stem and split stitch-



From Ashmolean Museum Accession number EA1993.230

Long arm cross stitch-



From Ashmolean Museum Accession number EA1993.357.
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British Museum- https://www.britishmuseum.org/

Brooklyn Museum- https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/
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